Deering High School

Course Requirements

98% of all statistics are made up.

I. Course: Statistics and Probability 
Teacher: Jeff Borland
   Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra II
   Credits: 2
II. Course Description: 

This course is an introduction to the concepts of Probability and Statistics through theoretical and practical applications.  We will use already compiled data, raw data and our own surveys to analyze issues and create inferences through statistical processes. 
Students will be prepared for a college statistics course after successful completion of this class.  The topics that we will cover are:

· Measures of central tendency

· Ways of displaying data

· The normal distribution

· Proper surveying techniques

· Probability and counting rules

· Confidence intervals

III. Instructional Material:

Text: Elementary Statistics: A Step by Step Approach, Glencoe, 2007.


We also will be regularly using Excel or Open Office and possibly different statistical packages.  You will need access to a computer outside of class, either at home, or at school.

If you have a graphing calculator it will be very helpful, but it is not required.  

IV. Homework:
Homework for this class will be given regularly in packets of assignments.  Students may work together on the problems.  It is the responsibility of each student to bring questions, which is a key part of being a verbal communicator.  

This class demands responsibility from all students.  Unless you are a statistics genius, the only way to get a good grade is to do your homework regularly.   

V. Attendance:

According to school policy, 10 absences during the semester will result in no credit for the class. The student who missed homework due to an absence is required to make up all missed work.  Students who have missed class for any reason and need help should make an appointment with the teacher (see Teacher availability VI).  Lateness is unacceptable, and tardies will require a parental meeting. 


Each tardy and unexcused absense will result in point deduction from the student’s grade.

VI. Teacher Availability:

If you need help, I am available often.  I am available after school everyday except Friday.  I am available 4th block, before and after school in rm 214.  Students should attempt to make an appointment with me during class, or through email.  My address is borlaj@portlandschools.org.  

VII. Quizzes and Tests:

Tests will be given 2 per quarter.  Test can be made up once, where the points will be out of 85% of the full test. 

Quizzes will be given often, and are at the discretion of the teacher.  Students should expect a quiz at least once ever week.  

Quizzes and the final can not be made up.

VIII. Grading:

Each quarter, your grade will be based on the formula below:



30% Tests



25% Quizzes (the lowest quiz will be dropped)



20% Homework Packets



10% Journaling



10% Projects

5% Classwork and attendance


Your final grade depends on the formula below:



42.5% First quarter grade





42.5% Second quarter grade



15% Final Test grade


The final test will include material from the entire term.

At any time feel free to inquire about your average.  Your best option is to check the class webpage (see below)

IX. Student Responsibilities:
a. Do the homework as best as you can and bring all appropriate questions in for the next class.  

b. Be prepared every day, by bringing notebook, pencil or pen, calculator, and textbook if necessary.  
           

c. Students are expected to use appropriate behavior for the classroom (respect, courtesy, and self-control).

X. Class Webpage:
There is a class webpage at 


myonlinegrades.com/stats http://

This webpage will have the homework assignment and notes from the class.  This is an extremely valuable asset if you miss class, or if you lose a worksheet.  You can also access your grades from a link on that page.







